World Book Online

By A. Crowder (February 2, 2011)

We currently subscribe to World Book Kids, World Book Student, World Book Advanced, World Book Discover, and World Book Enciclopedia Estudiantil Hallazgos.  Add-ons are available for purchase and can be explored with a trial password (see attached sheet).  Students no longer need to log in from school, but everyone needs to log in from home (username:  shcsd   password:  indians).  In the information below I have explained the users and features for each reference product.

General Information

· The county administrator (Bill Hatch) has access to user data and can tell if it is being used or not.

· We have a Legacy Plan (it would cost more to restart subscription).

· World Book uses Google Maps (down to street view).

· World Book uses their own cartographers.

· The editors select external websites so they are safe.

· Anything can be printed without copyright infringement, including primary sources.  However, students still need to cite their sources.

· Click on “Training Guide” or “Online Tutorial” at the bottom of the screen to get help with any of the products

· Lexile numbers are given for each article

· World Book has a partnership with NASA

· I have examples of pathfinders and scavenger hunts if you would like them

World Book Kids

Users: World Book Kids features content and tools developed especially for young students (K-4). The site offers simple navigation, easy-to-read articles, multimedia, comparison tools, interactive games and activities, and teacher resources.

Features:

1. New articles scroll on the top

2. Automatic spell corrector

3. Ideas for science fair projects

4. Can double-click a word to get the definition; can click to have the whole article read aloud (can be translated to other languages as well)

5. Articles contain pictures, video, games, and activities and contain Lexile information

6. “Play It” links to other articles

7. The World of Animals exhibit has a lot of information; you can compare animals and print out the comparison

8. Contains 1,800 biographies

9. “Important People” has an advanced search feature.

10. The dictionary has detailed information on how to use it.

11. “Maps and More” has interactive maps (keep clicking to go to street view), a traditional atlas, and outline maps for printing and coloring.

12. Can compare states, countries, and continents

13.  “Games and Activities” cover different subjects as well as crafts and drama.  The “Teach It” subcategory has lesson plans.

World Book Student

Users: World Book Student, the redesigned and upgraded version of World Book Online Reference Center, includes the articles of the World Book Encyclopedia, a Biography Center, dictionary, atlas, an extensive multimedia collection, thousands of editor-selected Web sites, correlations to curriculum standards, and much more. (Grades 5-8)

Features:

1. Can double-click a word to get the definition; can click to have the whole article read aloud (can be translated to other languages as well)

2. Students can save to their research folders (need username and password)

3. All articles are cited with MLA; contain videos and tables

4. The biography center has over 10,000 articles

5. Has a citation builder (MLA and APA), information on how to do research (for students and teachers), and study skills information

6. Quizzes and activities

7. Updated news from PBS on the main page

8. Magazine articles are provided by EBSCO

9. Sounds and videos of famous people and speeches

10. Contains pictures of original documents (the Constitution, checks, etc.)

11. Has timelines and you can create your own

12. “Educator’s Tools” at the bottom contains curriculum correlations, professional links, and lesson plans

13. The “Explore” section contains resource guides for VA, the USA, Canada, and the world

14. Access to newspapers around the world

15. Featured websites

16. Surf the Ages (introduces students to history)

World Book Advanced

Users: Designed for high school and college students, World Book Advanced is a powerful reference tool that includes encyclopedic, multimedia, e-book, and primary source databases, fully integrated in a single search.

Features:

1. No cutesy stuff, serious research

2. Resource guide to explore the world (Virginia as well)

3. World newspapers and local newspapers

4. Main page has the most viewed articles in our district

5. Contains a dictionary and atlas

6. Has a “Today in History” section

7. Teaching with documents (primary sources) has teaching suggestions (a.k.a. lesson plans)

8. Reuters updates the news every 15 minutes

9. The e-book center has juvenile literature (257) and books in different languages.  The e-books can be saved.

World Book Discover

Users: World Book Discover, for differentiated instruction, includes reference articles, text-to-speech capabilities, learning and life skills activities, research tools, multimedia, and interactive video. (Middle school and above)

Features:

1. Visual dictionary toggles from English to French to Spanish

2. Curriculum correlations for educators

3. “World Book Explains” has questions and answers with videos

4. Section with most viewed articles in our district

5. Life skills lessons (including recipes with conversions)

6. Articles have comprehension questions

7. How to do research, “My Research”, citation builder

8. Dictionary and atlas

9. Has timelines and can make your own  

Enciclopedia Estudiantil Hallazgos

Users: Enciclopedia Estudiantil Hallazgos offers World Book’s excellent editorial content, rich media, and interactive features in Spanish. (ESL students or foreign language classes)

Features:

1.  Visual dictionary toggles from Spanish to English

2.  The activities also contain teaching ideas

Add-ons

Please explore Living Green, Inventions and Discoveries, Early Peoples, Dramatic Learning, Early World of Learning, and Science Power with the trial codes on the attached sheet.  They have some excellent features as well so use them while you can!  We would have to ask Dr. Kelly (as a district) to purchase them.
